Objectives and Activities of the Year of the Traditional Economy 2007

1. Provide awareness about the importance of the traditional economy

· An awareness team to visit all places in Vanuatu to raise awareness
· Production of T-shirts, booklets, posters and other awareness materials

· Programs on TV, on the radio, and in the two major newspapers

· Festivals and workshops in communities (arts festivals, food festivals, yam festivals, mat festivals, etc) to promote understanding and raise awareness of communities about their own traditions
· Fest’ Napuan 2007 to request all participating artists to write songs on the topic of the traditional economy

2. Promote the use of traditional wealth items in custom ceremonies

· Chief councils at every level to raise awareness about and enforce the new policy of the Malvatumauri National Council of Chiefs which forbids using cash as payment or as an exchange item in any custom ceremony. Only traditional wealth items are to be used for payment or exchange in marriage, grade-taking, death and all other custom ceremonies
· Each Area or Island Council of Chiefs to determine the use and amount of traditional wealth items for each kind of custom ceremony in accordance with this new policy
· Village courts to accept payments and issue fines in traditional wealth items and resources, rather than cash
· Shipping agencies to offer special discount rates for shipping of traditional wealth items to Port Vila

3. Promote the use of traditional wealth items for payment of Government fees

· Each School Committee to promote the use of traditional wealth items, food and resources to pay school fees

· Each Health Committee to promote the use of traditional wealth items, food and resources to pay medical and consultation fees

· The Judicial Services Commission to promote a policy of paying court fines with traditional wealth items, food and resources

· The USP (Emalus Campus) to promote the use of traditional wealth items, food and resources to pay its fees
4. Promote the production of traditional wealth items and other traditional resources
· Each family and community to feed more pigs and chickens, plant more and/or larger gardens, plant more yams and taro, plant more fruit and nut bearing trees, plant more trees for making canoes and tamtams, plant more pandanas trees and plant more of other traditional foods and resources not listed here
· Cultural Centre fieldworkers to establish large piggeries (“pig banks”) in their respective areas

· The National Museum to undertake a project to promote the use of mats

· Promote the use of mats and baskets

· The communities of Rowa Island in TORBA Province to work together to effectively manage the island and its resources and to look at revitalizing the production and use of shell money (som)

· Promote the production of naravwe pigs on Malo Island

· Undertake research on the lapwe vine of Ambae Island to understand why it is becoming scarce and to find ways to ensure its revitalization around the island
· Plant more breadfruit trees on Ambrym Island for use in making tamtams
· Establish a mat bank for SHEFA Province in Port Vila

· Establish a yam bank for SHEFA Province on Epi Island

· Assist the clans responsible for the kapia pig on Tanna Island to increase its production
· The Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry, Fisheries, Livestock and Quarantine to develop a policy to protect, preserve and promote the nation’s native customary resources, with a focus on the preservation of our different native pig species
· Create a law to protect the traditional knowledge and customary rights of ni-Vanuatu

5. Promote the production and consumption of traditional island foods

· Each family and community to feed more pigs and chickens, plant more and/or larger gardens and plant more fruit and nut bearing trees
· Promote the “3 garden policy” (one for food for the family, one for food for customary purposes and one for the market)
· Run workshops in communities on: (i) the different kinds of bush foods available when gardens are destroyed by cyclones, (ii) food preservation methods, (iii) methods of locating and storing clean drinking water in times of shortage, (iv) different traditional medicines and how to use them
· Every Government Department and Provincial Government to serve only locally produced foods at any official functions
· Implement the “Vanuatu National Food and Nutrition Policy”
· Parliament to pass the “Draft Food Regulation”
· Create a law to establish the CODEX committee as a statutory body and provide it with a budget to facilitate the development and enforcement of national food safety standards
· Undertake research to find out how urban lifestyles and imported processed foods are contributing to illness in Vanuatu
· Develop a plan to stop the import of unhealthy foods (chicken wings, sugary and salty snack foods, white rice) in line with the objectives of the “National Food and Nutrition Policy” and the recommendations of the “World Food Summit”
· Officially declare Vanuatu as 100% organic and implement this declaration
· The Ministries of Education and Health to enforce a policy that every boarding school and hospital serve only island foods to patients and students, and that they accept island food as payment for school or medical fees

· Establish an independent consumer association to protect the rights of consumers and raise awareness
· Use “World Food Day” to focus on promoting island foods
· Assist the Port Vila market to provide fresher and cheaper island foods: look at selling food by weight and providing vendors with refrigeration facilities

· Shipping agencies to offer special discount rates for shipping of island foods to Port Vila

· Undertake an awareness campaign on the need to protect the different varieties of root crops in Vanuatu
6. Promote domestic trade in Vanuatu
· Develop trade and trade agreements between Provinces
· Establish and strengthen producer and marketing cooperatives (especially those run by women) at the ward/sub-area level in each Province
· Promote knowledge about and use of sailing canoes

· Develop a policy of providing island foods from one island to another after disasters (as disaster relief)
· The Department of Trade and the Chamber of Commerce to find domestic and international markets for our handicrafts
7. Help ni-Vanuatu to save cash
· Establish savings clubs at the village level and credit unions at ward/sub-area level

· Establish savings clubs and credit unions following clan lines

· Ensure credit unions and cooperatives have a single management committee
8. Proper measurement of the traditional economy

· The Department of Statistics to start to develop new indicators to effectively measure the traditional economy, in terms of quantity of resources produced and the quality of life provided
· Use the 2007 Agriculture Census to start measuring the traditional economy

· Undertake research with the Melanesian Institute on how to measure the traditional economy

9. Strengthen the traditional system of governance

· The Malvatumauri and the Cultural Centre to undertake research into the different traditional systems of governance in Vanuatu in order to develop a new model of governance able to merge traditional systems with the introduced Western system

· Strengthen the Malvatumauri: increase its budget, strengthen its structure and train chiefs at every level of this structure
· The Department of Correctional Services to promote the use of chiefs as probation officers
· The Malvatumauri and each Province to clarify and merge their respective structures into one structure for governance

· Each Province and Municipality to provide an office for chiefs at the ward/sub-area, area and Provincial and Municipal levels
10. Effectively manage land and the environment

· Support the implementation of the recommendations of the National Land Summit
· Develop and implement a National Population Policy as a matter of urgency
· Strengthen traditional resource management regimes as the foundation for protection of the environment in Vanuatu

· Strengthen traditional methods of disaster preparedness and mitigation as the foundation for disaster preparedness and mitigation in Vanuatu

· Strengthen the existing law to protect important cultural and historical sites 

· The Forestry Department to increase its replanting of tree species being cut for timber

11. Education

· Each community to promote the teaching of custom in the home and in the nakamal
· Each Council of Chiefs to identify its customary resource people (traditional experts), such as Cultural Centre fieldworkers, and encourage them to share their knowledge of custom with the community

· Each school committee to promote the teaching of traditional knowledge in the classroom

· Each RTC to teach traditional knowledge, focusing on traditional gardening techniques and craft skills such as house construction, canoe making, tamtam carving, mat and basket weaving, etc

· VRDTCA to develop and implement a new curriculum that promotes the teaching of traditional knowledge and craft skills

· Support implementation of the recommendations made at the National Education Summit regarding vernacular literacy, the pledge of allegiance and a revised national curriculum that includes traditional knowledge, culture, history and identity
· Implement the pilot project of the Department of Education and the Cultural Centre to teach traditional knowledge and science side-by-side in the classroom
· The Ministry of Education to implement a policy facilitating payment of school fees with traditional wealth items, food and resources

· The Malvatumauri to choose certain cultural expressions, such as songs, dances and sand drawings, to be included in the national curriculum and taught to all students in Vanuatu
· The Cultural Centre to develop and run a program for teaching custom in primary schools in Port Vila

· The Cultural Centre to develop and run a program for teaching custom and history to youth as part of “life skills” training programs
· All married men and women who come from a different language group to learn the language of the area they reside in

12. Health

· The Ministry of Health to promote the use of traditional medicine

· Create a registry or directory of traditional healers practicing in Port Vila

· Each health committee to promote the use of traditional medicine

· The Ministry of Health to promote a policy facilitating the payment of medical and consultation fees with traditional wealth items, food and resources

13. Energy

· The Government to promote a switch of the national energy source from petroleum to coconut fuel and biofuel as soon as possible

· Replant old coconut plantations with new coconut trees as soon as possible

14. Investment

· The board of VIPA to approve all new investment projects according to the support they give to ideals of national self-reliance, the appropriate use of land and the safeguarding of the environment and the traditional economy

· The Cultural Centre and DESP to develop “cultural impact assessment” as a national investment planning tool
15. The towns
· Each island community in Port Vila and Luganville to build their own nakamal: to teach custom, hold meetings, settle disputes and bring their community closer together

· Each island community in Port Vila and Luganville to recognize the custom land owners of these towns and organize ceremonies every year to show respect to the chiefs of the landowning communities
