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Workshop Agenda: 

Monday 1/12
8.00-10.00:

Welcome - Ralph Regenvanu, Director, Vanuatu Cultural Centre

"Big picture" & workshop objectives : Presentations:

- John Niroa (Ministry of Education - MoE)

- Ralph Regenvanu (Vanuatu Cultural Centre - VKS)

- Russell Nari (Environment Unit)

- Douglas Nakashima / Tim Curtis (LINKS/UNESCO)

10.15-1200:
Setting the Stage I : Presentations:

- Douglas Nakashima, LINKS:
  "Indigenous Knowledge (IK): Scientific Knowledge – establishing a basis for an  

   equitable dialogue"

- Francis Hickey, Cultural Centre:
  "Examples of possible IK units for science syllabus"

1-30-3.00:
Setting the Stage II : Presentations:

- Marie Roué (CNRS):

  "Experiences from indigenous school systems in northern Canada: IK and  

   formal education"

- John Niroa (Ministry of Education):

  "Overview of the existing national science curriculum"

3.15-5.00:
Discussion
- Commentaries from Cultural Centre Fieldworkers and Science Teachers

    (5-10 mins each)

- Brief discussion and adoption of agenda for following days

Tuesday 2/12

8.00-10.00:
Discussion of issues raised on the previous day

Including:

· what is and what is not science-related IK?

· how to balance between the many different cultures in Vanuatu?

· how to make science education relevant for those returning to their communities?

· practical / implementation issues (texts? pilot schools? how many? which years? what kind of tools, techniques, etc…?)

· other issues…

10.15-12.00:
Split into 2 groups

1) How to revise the science curriculum to include IK:

· approach required by Ministry of Education: order of actions, timeframe

· what materials required?

· what teacher training?

· home assignments: how to give credit to IK obtained at home?

· key partners, budget items (what funds are required for)?

2) What should the content be and what resources are available?:

· themes & topics for units: good case studies & examples to use, sources for these

· what written scientific material is available about Vanuatu - what materials we have and where gaps are (where more research is needed)?

· how to use communities and community resource people

1.30-3.00:
Groups report back on morning session and discuss
3.15-5.00:
Conclusions of the day's discussions

· agreement on key issues

· ideas on a preliminary action plan

Wednesday 3/12:
8.00-10.00:
Development of action plan

· establishment of schedule (timeline)

· development of estimated budget for project
10.15-12.00:
Morning session continued

1.30-3.00:
Further discussion and refining of Action Plan

3.15-5.00:
Adoption of  Action Plan

Thursday 4/12:

9.00-11.00:
Closing ceremony, presentation of action plan and media release

1
3

