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Human Rights

Presented by Motarilavoa Hilda Lini, Turaga Nation on behalf of the Vanuatu Indigenous Peoples Forum, held from April 22 – 27, in preparation for this 6th Session on the special theme: Land, Territories and Natural Resources and the six mandated areas of the UN Permanent Forum, with special emphasis on the Millennium Development Goals, as well as capturing the ongoing aspirations of the indigenous peoples of the Pacific region and globally. The VIP Forum was organized by the Vanuatu Indigenous Peoples Bureau, funded by  British Aid and Tanbunia Custom Bank and was hosted by the Melanesian Institute of Philosophy, Science and Technology, Turaga Nation in the Republic of Vanuatu.
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Human Rights
The Vanuatu Indigenous Peoples Forum declares that Indigenous Peoples own our collective rights to exist as defined by our own creation stories. That right is not subjected to be recognized, given or compromised by any other person, state or body. As such we are in control of our rights and should not seek to be given our rights. 

While we as indigenous peoples all over the world have the right to exist, the major issue facing us is non respect of this concept by states, who claim to administer our sovereign land, still using the inherited and out of date colonial system of governance. 

In Vanuatu, the indigenous communities do have the basic rights and necessities to life. There is no poverty among indigenous peoples. The Vanuatu government has instead defined poverty as “lack of opportunities”. 

We upholds the indigenous concept of human security based on balancing our spiritual and physical existence in all life interactions as well as respecting the philosophy of peaceful coexistence. 

Peace, stability and economic self-reliance in Vanuatu depend on how we understand our own rights as indigenous peoples. 

Recommendations

1. In considering the state of extreme poverty of worlds indigenous peoples, we call for the reclamation of indigenous peoples inalienable rights to Land, the right to apply indigenous/tribal  governance, indigenous land tenure system and our right to determine our own destiny, as a step in the long process of eradicating extreme poverty and hunger among indigenous families, communities and all peoples of the world.

2. We call on all states of the world to dialogue with tribal governance on the use of indigenous currencies and how to exchange both modern and indigenous currencies to enable the traditional economic system and the modern economic system to work hand in hand in serving the economic needs of the indigenous peoples. 

3. We call on the United Nations agencies and governments to provide funding on request for indigenous communities to receive training from indigenous education institutions that offer courses on:

· Indigenous Land Governance and Cultural Security;

· Indigenous Land Governance and Socio-Economic Security; 

· Indigenous Land Governance and Environment Security;

· Indigenous Land Governance and Education for Life Sustenance;

· Indigenous Land Governance, Food Security and Natural Health;
· Indigenous Land Governance and Human Rights; 

Thank you Madam Chair
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