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DECLARATION

This statement is extracted from Lavatmagemu Declaration 2007, a collective outcome of the VIP Forum, attended by 500 indigenous leaders from 33 indigenous nations, 13 NGOs and agencies and 6 constitutional offices. The Forum was officially opened by the Head of State, with introductory remarks from the Prime Minister, representative of the British High Commission and Mick Dodson, Pacific Basin representative to the UNPFII, who also reported on the implementation of the UNPFII recommendations. We were also fortunate to have had the Delegate of the European Commission in Vanuatu addressing the VIP Forum. The Forum was organized by the Vanuatu Indigenous Peoples Bureau, funded by  British Aid and Tanbunia Kastom Bank and was hosted by the Melanesian Institute of Philosophy, Science and Technology, Turaga Nation in the Republic of Vanuatu.

We define the special theme of this 6th Session: Territories, Land and Natural Resources in relation to our creation stories and  laws, our belief systems and spirituality, our philosophy of peaceful coexistence and our  wisdom, given by the Creator to be collectively responsible and accountable to our planet, Mother Earth as part of our entire universe. 
We define our existence as children of Mother Earth, and the entire universe belongs to all of us. We recognize that the Creator gave every person alive on this planet today, their indigenous place of origin, such as land, territory, natural resources, culture, language, tribes, and gave each tribe the responsibility and wisdom to take care of their particular area on this planet. 
We recognize territories as defined by tribes who are spiritually connected to their indigenous place of origin and know their territorial boundaries for land governance and natural resources that sustain life from generation to generation. Indigenous tribes respect peace in their trade relations or when seeking temporary refuge with other tribes because of natural disasters or tribal wars. We do not recognize colonial territorial boundaries that have limited us to reservations, bands, colonial territories or divide our tribes into many countries and separate state governments. 
Recommendations

1. We recognize Mother Earth and our entire universe as our collective territory and all natural resources within, as our global common life security for survival, and not to serve the selfish interest of one state or a group of states.  
2. We acknowledge that the Creator gave every person alive on this planet today, their indigenous place of origin and the responsibility to take care of that particular territory, which include land, natural resources, culture, language, tribes and the wisdom to sustain life from generation to generation.

3. We call on all peoples of this planet to rediscover and defend their rights to creation stories, indigenous place of origin, tribal governance and indigenous laws and protocols on the use of tribal land, territories and natural resources. 

4. We deplore the history of colonization, invasion, annexation and occupation processes by indigenous territory over another indigenous territory in pursuit for power and profit making, which has resulted in displaced indigenous peoples and their acute state of poverty. 

5. We further deplore the ongoing colonization and disruption of our global common life security - the outer space and other planets, as a tourist destination for the rich and to store nuclear weapons and nuclear waste.

6. As a major issue affecting indigenous peoples all over the world, we further call on the UN Special Committee on Non Self Governing Territories to report on the progress of activities leading to the granting of independence to non-self governing territories during this Second International Decade on the Elimination of Colonialism.
7. We propose that decolonization, invasion, annexation and foreign occupation become the special theme for the next United National Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues. 

8. As a collective step towards reducing extreme hunger and poverty:

i) We uphold Chapter 12 of the Constitution of the Republic of Vanuatu that recognizes perpetual land ownership by indigenous owners and not the government. 

ii) In the spirit of our creation stories and indigenous philosophy of life, we declare that we do not recognize any written land laws or constitutional amendments, without consultation and prior consent of tribal land custodians, and are inconsistent to creation laws or indigenous land tenure system. 

iii) For the sake of future security, we call on all state governments to make land reform their priority, and to amend or make new laws for the compensation of all indigenous tribal land taken over by governments and transacted for use by non tribal members without prior consent of tribal custodians. 

iv) We call on non tribal members everywhere to identify and dialogue, with  indigenous land custodians, on the return of all or part of their tribal land and agree on compensation procedures for the use of tribal land.
v) We call on development agencies not to support any new development projects on indigenous tribal land, which had been transacted in a fraudulent manner. 

Thank you Madam Chair.
